
 
  Town of Vermont Board Meeting 

Feb 14, 2022 
 7:00 P.M.  

4017 County Rd JJ, Black Earth WI 53572 
To listen to the meeting by phone, please dial 608-424-8062 

 
In attendance: Karen, Doug, Autumn, Alex 

1. Call to order and certification of notice posting 

Karen called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. Katie certified that the meeting had been published in the 
Mount Horeb Mail, Star News, the town website, the door of town hall and emailed to subscribers.  

2. Approval of agenda  

Doug motioned to approve the agenda. Motion carried 4-0 

3. Approval of Jan 7, 2022 minutes and Jan 18, 2022 minutes 

Autumn moved to approve the Jan 7 minutes with a note on item 14 “the board had mixed feelings and 
thought the item needed more discussion. The minutes were approved 4-0  

Karen moved to approve the Jan 18 minutes. The minutes were approved 4-0 

4. Chairman's report and acknowledgments  

 The Town of Blue Mounds has contacted us again about the purchase of one of our liquor licenses. We 
 will discuss at the next board meeting. 

5. Citizens’ Input 

 none 

6. Treasurer’s report  

 Deposits for the month totalled $1,583,792.79, most of that from property tax collections. Doug made a 
 motion to approve the treasurer’s report and the motion carried 4-0 

7. Clerk’s report  

February settlement payments went out this month to the county and school districts. We also went 
ahead and paid the septic maintenance fee to the county at the same time.  We sent our contribution to 
Northwest Dane Senior Services for 5016.00. The Ford required a new transmission, which cost us 
$7910.21. We also wrote the checks passing along the county funds for veteran grave care.  We 
generally write those checks in July, but the check from the county came to our PO box rather than the 
office and was overlooked.   

Tomorrow is the primary for Mount Horeb school board and we have elections officials ready to go.  We 
did a training session last Thursday along with public test of voting equipment.   

There were no building permits this month. 

Alex made a motion to approve the clerks report. Motion carried 4-0 

8. Payment of bills  

Doug moved to pay the bills. Motion carried 4-0 

9. Patrolman Report, Mt. Horeb Fire Department, Black Earth Fire District and District 1 EMS Reports 

 The Mount Horeb Fire Department is about fifty thousand dollars behind their budget this year.  There 
 have been some increases to costs that were not anticipated. 

 District 1 is facing a significant drop in the number of volunteers.  Of the 31 they currently have, twelve 
 are also between sixty and seventy years old.  Jim will be retiring in May and Andrew will be filling his 
 position. 

 



10. Consideration and possible approval of driveway improvement permit for 3480 County Hwy JG - Tim 
Pierce 

 The existing driveway is in need of improvement due to the increase in the farm business.  The main 
 area of concern is that the changes in the drive do not impact the Ziemer property next door.  As this is 
 an improvement rather than a new driveway, the fee is $100. 

 Karen made a motion to approve the driveway permit for 3480 County Hwy JG.  Motion carried 4-0. 

11. Consideration and possible approval of google suite for Town of Vermont 

 Google Suite would cost the town $96 a month and would eliminate  the need for Dialpad, at $21 a 
 month, Dropbox at $120 a month and Carbonite.  Autumn pointed out that the town may need to do 
 some work to get people more familiar with Google Meet especially but that having the files together in 
 Google Docs for the meeting was very nice. 

 Karen made a motion to approve the purchase of Google Suite for the Town of Vermont.  Motion 
 carried 4-0. 

12. Budget amendment for backup snow plow blade purchase and increase budget for truck repairs 

 The town voted last month to approve the purchase of the plow blade and needs to complete the 
 amendment for the change to the budget. 

 Alex made a motion to approve the budget amendment for the backup snow plow. Motion carried 4-0 

 

13. Consideration and possible approval of DCTA resolution regarding leaded fuel in aircraft 

 Karen made a motion to engage in no further discussion of the resolution. Motion carried 4-0 

 

14. Consideration and possible approval of Town of Vermont/ATC Road Use Agreement 

 The ATC line project would like to use Mineral Point Road for its equipment.  300 feet of the road,  
 where it meets highway 78 is part of the town of Vermont.  In consideration, the company would offer 
 the town $5000, as, essentially, a permit fee.  Additionally, they would cover the cost of repairs to the 
 road if any damage were incurred that would reduce the PASER rating of the road segment.  They 
 would also replace the culvert under that section if it were damaged.  They agree not to use the road for 
 heavy equipment when spring weight limits are in effect.  Currently there is an injunction against the 
 construction of the line, so the timeline is unknown. 

 Doug moved approval of the ATC Road Use agreement.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

15. 1st reading of Chapter 19: Short-term Rentals ordinance 

 Karen summarized the proposed short term rentals ordinance, which was modeled on the Town of 
 Holland ordinance, and thanked the planning commission for their input.  She pointed out that the 
 attorney suggested that the clerk, rather than the board should be the issuing party, since the issuance 
 of that permit is a ministerial act.   

 

16. 2021 - Land Use Review and discussion 

 Karen took the board through a slide deck about land use in the township.  There has been an increase 
 of 10 residents over the last year, with 6 more rezones than in 2020.  In 2021 11 homesites and 9 
 driveways were approved and there were 6 permits issued for new home construction. In 2021 29.48 
 acres were rezoned out of farmland preservation and to residential.  The Town of Vermont is a 
 Farmland Preservation district and 80% of the land in the town must remain zoned farmland.  As such 
 there are a finite number of PDRs at a ratio of 1 per 35 acres.  

 Karen brought up some potential questions for the future, including the idea of tax relief for seniors on 
 fixed incomes, whether or not Vermont is still truly a farming community or more of a open spaces 



 community and if we need to do more to support agriculture. Doug pointed out that forestry is 
 agriculture and we have a significant amount of timber in the town.   

17. Cooperative boundary agreement discussion 

 If we are able to do a full draft of a cooperative boundary agreement, we would send it out to the 
 Villages of Mount Horeb, Black Earth and Blue Mounds.  It is a long process that is best done with 
 expert input and generally requires towns to be willing to give something in order to get something.  In 
 some cases towns with unique features or topography are better positioned to maintain their 
 boundaries.  

 As a next step, Karen will get some estimates from consultants for their services. 

 

18. Agenda Items for March Meeting 

 Cooperative Boundary Specialist 

 Consideration and Possible Approval of Short Term Rental Agreement 

 Possible transfer of liquor license 

 Land Use Discussion 

 Planning for the Town Annual Meeting 

 

19. Adjournment 

Alex made a motion to adjourn. Motion carried 4-0. Meeting adjourned at 8:21 

 

Posted:        Katie Zelle, Clerk 
Notice Published: Feb 2022 


